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FIRST DIVISION. 
PERIOD of JEWISH CHRISTIANITY. 

Time: Five Years, 30-35 A. D. Leaders: Peter and Stephen. 

Material : Acts I : I —7 : 60. 

Characterization. — The organized Christian Church is confined to Jeru- 
salem. It assumes its primitive system of government, rites, methods, and 
teaching. It becomes firmly established as the Jewish Mother-Church of 
Christianity. It grows firmly united, and gathers zeal and force for its subse- 
quent missionary activity. It is purified and strengthened by persecution. 
Its members are Jews, either by birth, or by adoption as proselytes of right- 
eousness. The great problem about which the development of the Church 
during the Primitive Era turns : Whether or not the Gentiles should be ad- 
mitted as such to the Christian Church, comes into prominence, through 
Stephen, only at the close of this Period, and serves as the ground of transi- 
tion to Period II. 

Synopsis. — The early Christian Community at Jerusalem. Rise of the organ- 
ized Christian Church. Primitive form of organization. Church officers and their 
duties. Methods of government. Conditions of membership. Rites. Ser- 
vices. The internal life of the Church. Its chief workers. Its members. 
Relation of the Christians to each other. Their connection with Judaism. 
The teaching of the Church. Doctrinal and practical beliefs of the Christians. 
The environment of the Church. Attitude toward it of the ecclesiastical 
power. Of the civil power. Of the common 'people. Providential guidance, 
protection and blessing of the Church. Inauguration of the diaconate, and the 
occasion of it. Assertion of the doctrine of a spiritual and universal Gospel. 
Consequent martyrdom of Stephen. Pierce persecution of the Christians. 
Dispersion of the Jerusalem Church. Beginning of general missionary work. 

NOTE.— (i) Let the Preliminary Suggestions, on a preceding page, be read over atten- 
tively ^ (2) the italics in this Course are not used for emphasis, but only to indicate that 
material in each Study which is exclusively for the Advanced Grade ; (3) the bibliographi- 
cal references are to the editions of books as referred to in the table of Literature of the 
Course ; (4) it will be seen that the treatment given the historic material is, in a 
measure, ideal and exhaustive, as compared with methods of study to which the majority 
of people have been accustomed. This has been done: (a) Because it is well for the 
student to have a high ideal before him, even if it be at present unattainable ; (b) many 
will wish to make the complete investigation outlined ; (c) it would be unsatisfactory and 
unscholarly to present the Course in a fragmentary, superficial form. The student there- 
fore is expected to do all that he can — no more, no less ; (5) the Scripture material is to be 
studied alone and thoroughly, at every Step, before reference be made to commentaries 
and literature concerning it. After that, USE BOOKS. (6) Let the student decide at the out- 
set how much of the record work (see Preliminary Suggestions, Topic 4) he can do, and 
then let him faithfully do this from beginning to end. Choose those branches to record 
(transcription, analysis, explanation, discussion, summary, or teaching) which promise to 
be of the most permanent value and the most inspiring to you. 



PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS. 



1. Aim and Spirit. The aim of this study is intensely practical; the knowledge- 
sought is not to be sought for its own sake, but that Christianity may to-day be better 
understood and practiced after seeing it as it was understood and practiced by the first 
Christians. The spirit to be maintained in the study is that of reverence, docility, candor, 
scholarly investigation, with patience and determination to complete the work begun. 

2. Amount of Time. The Course, which consists of fifty studies, extends over two 
years, and is in two parts. (This makes them parallel with the New Testament Inter- 
national S. S. Lessons of 1892-3.) Each study, therefore, will be given two weeks. The 
student in the simpler Progressive Grade should not be satisfied with less than ten hours 
(that is, forty minutes each day) upon each Study. For the Advanced Grade fifteen hours 
(an hour a day) would be desirable. In both grades a much larger amount of time would 
be very profitably spent. Let each student set aside and consecrate a certain portion of his. 
day to this work. 

3. Manner of Pursuit. The Studies are adapted to the use of individuals, Bible 
Classes, Bible Clubs, Teachers' Meetings. Young Peoples' Meetings, Normal Classes,. 
Y. M. C. A. Classes, etc. Four ways of pursuing the Course are possible for the student : 
(1) As a regular correspondence student of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, in 
which case he will have the skilled assistance and instruction of the Institute at every 
step of the Course. (2) As a member of a Bible Club, whose leader will be in closest con- 
nection with the Institute, and furnish to all its direction and assistance. (3) As one of a 
class or organization, using the published Studies as the basis of their work, but pursuing 
it independently. (4) As a private student, taking the Course alone and working it out. 
without further direction or help. But the student is recommended to avail himself, if 
possible, of either the first or second method, as being the most satisfactory and profitable. 

4. Record of Work. One-half of the usefulness of this Course will be lost if the 
student fail to keep a clear, systematized record of the information and results attained. 
These may be kept : (a) In one or more note-books, carefully classified ; (b) on uniform 
blank sheets which can afterward be arranged and bound. Each step of each Study will 
furnish material to be recorded : (1) First Step : Facts (a) The transcript of each passage, 
in the student's own language, kept in exact order, will reproduce the whole Books of Acts- 
in the student's own words — a most valuable piece of work, (b) An analysis, or table of 
contents, of the Acts to be kept, containing the Scripture divisions, sub-divisions, and 
paragraphs, with their respective headings. (2) Second Step: Explanations. Preserved r 
(a) In a note-book, under the respective texts ; or (b) upon the blank sheets, the Scripture 
passage being cut from small cheap Testaments, and glued to the left of the page, while 
the words explained are underscored, the explanation being written opposite each to the 
right. (3) Third Step : Topics. The discussion preserved : (a) In a note-book, under the 
respective texts, (b) On the blank pages below the respective passage and explanations. 

(4) Fourth Step : Observations. Preserve additional ones : (a) Upon the margin of the 
lesson leaf ; or (b) in a note-book or upon blank sheet, properly arranged. (5) Fifth Step : 
Summary. All facts, teachings and truth gleaned, must be classified and stored away under 
appropriate headings, in note-book or upon blank sheets. The Summary must be a com- 
plete view of the history, development and teaching of the Christian Church during this 
period. (6) Sixth Step : Teachings. To be treated as Observations above. 

5. Abbreviations. A. V.— version of 1611. R. V.— version of 1881. Ch. —chapter. 
V.=verse. Vv.=verses. Chapter nos. in bold face, verse nos. in light face, thus : 18 : 27. 
22f.=ch. or v. 22 and 23. 22ft. =ch. or v. 22, 23 and 24. 22sq.=ch. or v. 22 and those following 
indefinitely. 22a, 22^, 22^=v. 22, first clause, second clause, third clause respectively. Com- 
mentaries always referred to by author's name in loc, i. e. under each specific text. 
Other books by author's name, vol. and page, thus : Neander, II. 97, of edition named in the 
table of literature preceding. Italics are not used for emphasis. 
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STUDY IV. 

SEC. 3. EXALTATION OF JESUS CHRIST, THE HEAD 
OF THE CHURCH. 

Acts 1 : 1-26. 

18-28 May, 30 A. D. Mt. Olivet, then Jerusalem. 

Bibliography.— (1) Cambridge Bible on Acts, pp. 1-14; (2) Gloag's Comty. on Acts, I. * 
39-67- (3) Meyer's Comty. on Acts, pp. 23-39. (4) Expositor's Bible on Acts, I., 23-81. (5) 
Bible Dictionary, arts. Ascension, Lot, Matthias, et al. (b) Vaughan's Church of the First 
Days, pp. i-so. (7) Meander's Planting and Training of the Christian Church, I., if. (8) 
S. S. Times, Dec. 24, 1882. (a) Peloubet's Notes, 1802, in toe. 

First Step: Facts. 

Paragraph i. v. i, the former treatise, v. 2, its scope, v. 3, resurrection 
appearances and teaching, v. 4, injunction to tarry in Jerusalem, v. 5, pro- 
mise of a spirit baptism, v. 6, question as to restoration of Israel, v. 7, 
answer withheld, v. 8, outline of future work. Vv . 1-8, Last Instructions 
of Jesus to His Disciples. 

Paragraph 2. v. 9, the ascension, v. 10, two angelic messengers, v.w, 
promise of Jesus' second coming. Vv. 9-1 1, The Ascension. 

Paragraph 3. v. 12, return from Mt. Olivet, v. 13, the upper chamber. 
v. 14, the worshipping company. Vv. 12-14, Close Association of the 
Disciples. 

Paragraph 4. v. 15, Peter's address to the Christians, v. 16, the Scripture 
concerning Judas, v. 17, Judas as an apostle, v. 18, Judas' death, v. 19, 
the field of blood, v. 20, the Psalm prophecy, vv. 2if, qualifications for a 
successor to Judas, v. 23, two nominees, vv. 2$i, prayer for divine appoint- 
ment, v. 26, election of Matthias. Vv. 15-26, Choice of a Successor to 
Judas Iscariot. 

Remark.— The student is expected to discover just what the historical material records, 
as follows : (1) the whole historical section to be read attentively through, determining (a) 
the general subject o£ which it treats, verifying, correcting or altering the printed state- 
ment of same ; (b) the various paragraphs into which the section subdivides (here the RV 
will be particularly helpful), with the particular subject of which each paragraph treats, 
verifying, correcting, or altering them as printed. (2) The verse synopses, as printed, are 
to be verified, corrected, or altered, (j) the text of the section is to be reproduced entire, 
in the student's own language, in condensed form on the basis of the verse synopses. (4) this 
original transcript is to be copied into a note-book especially prepared for its orderly preser- 
vation. (See Preliminary Suggestions, Topic 4: Record of Work.) 

Second Step: Explanations. 
Paragraph i. v. i, (a) what book referred to ? (b) who was Theophilus? 
(c) why address the writing to him? (d) subject and scope of the former 
book (cf . Lk. 1:2ft)? (e) subject and scope of this book of Acts ? (/) meaning 
of "began both to do and teach"? v. 2, (a) what "commandment"? (b) 
meaning of " through the Holy Ghost "f v. 3, (a) who saw him ? (b) what 
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did they see ? (c) over how much time did the appearances extend ? (d) in 
what places did they occur ? (e) enumerate them (cf. 1 Cor. 15 : 3sq). (f) what 
was the subject of this teaching ? (g) what its substance (cf . Lk. 24 : 45-49) ? 
v. 4, (a) assembled with whom? (b) where? (c) why? v. 5, (a) water 
baptism of John as compared with Spirit baptism (cf. Lk. 3 : 16 ; Acts 18: 
24—19:7). (b) why was the Spirit baptism delayed? (c) how many days 
after the ascension ? v. 6, (a) what is the connection denoted by "there- 
fore?" (b) when and why were they come together ? (c) "at this time" 
— what time? v. 8, (a) what kind of a power? (b) as a substitute for 
what previous condition ? (c) when to be received ? (d) why then ? 

Paragraph 2. v. 9, (a) meaning of " these things"? (b) who were looking? 
(c) meaning of " taken up "? v. 10, (a) duration of the ascension ? (b) why 
upward? (c) is heaven distinctly above in space? (d) why is it so referred 
to? v. 11, (a) why called " Galileeans "? (b) exact date of the ascension ? 

Paragraph 3. v. 12, (a) why return to Jerusalem? (b) where was Mt. 
Olivet ? (c) why so called ? (d) what had been Jesus' relation to it (cf. Jno. 
18 : 11 ; Lk. 22 : 39) ? (e) how far was a " Sabbath day's journey "? (J) how did 
the term and usage arise (cf. Josh. 3 : 1-4) ? v. 13, (a) what was the " upper 
chamber" (cf. Lk. 22:12; Jno. 20:19, 26)? (b) why used by the disciples? 
(c) who, how and why "abiding there"? (d) compare this list of apostles 
with those in Matt. io:2ff, Mk. 3:16-19, Lk. 6:146?, explaining variations. 
(e) why is the list given here? v. 14, (a) meaning of " with one accord"? 
(b) why "in prayer"? (c) was their prayer worship, thanksgiving, or 
petition, and if the latter, petition for what ? (d) how large was this 
company? (e) why so small a number of Christians ? 

Paragraph 4. v. 15, (a) meaning of " in these days "? (b) who were "the 
brethren", and how many? (c) why call them a "multitude"? v. 16, 
meaning of "guide to them" (cf. Matt. 26:47-50)? v. 17, (a) meaning of 
" numbered among us " (cf. the apostolic lists)? (b) meaning of "portion" 
and " this ministry " (cf. v. 23) ? vv. i8f , (a) are these verses a parenthe- 
sis of Peter's, or a descriptive expansion by Luke ? (b) compare the 
account with that of Matt. 27 : 5-8. (c) Just how did Judas die ? (d) who 
bought the field? (e) how did it receive its name? (i) reconcile the two 
accounts. v. 20, (a) compare with it Psa. 69 : 25 and Psa. 109 : 8. (b) how 
are these to be applied to the case of Judas? vv. 2if, (a) what connection 
made by "therefore"? (b) meaning of "companied with us"? (c) during 
what time? (d) meaning of "went in and went out among us"? (e) find 
parallel expressions in the 0. T. v. 23, (a) who were these two men? 
(b) what is to be presumed as to the fitness of both ? (c) do we know anything 
further about Barsabbas? vv. 24f, (a) who is addressed as "Lord" — 
God or Christ (cf. Jno. 21 : 17 ; Acts 4:24; et al.)? (b) what is meant by 
" knowest the hearts " (cf. Jno. 2:25)? (c) meaning of "in the ministry and 
apostleship "? (d) "fell away" — how? (e) "his own place" — where and 
why (cf. Jno. 17 : 12) ? v. 26, (a) manner of casting lots ? (b) was it a cus- 
tomary mode of decision ? (c) " for them " — whom ? 

REMARK.— This step is for the elucidation of the historical material, as follows : (j) the 
whole section is to be read through carefully, and every doubtful or obscure word, phrase, 
thought and reference is to be marked ; (2) light is then to be sought upon all these points 
until they are cleared up ; (j) many other queries than those mentioned above will arise, and 
these also are to be noted and answers sought ; (4) where satisfactory answers can not be 
obtained, from commentaries or elsewhere, the questions will be referred to the Instruc- 
tor ; (j) a careful record is to be kept of every explanation given (see Preliminary Sugges- 
tions, Topic 4 : Record of Work). 
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Third Step: Topics. 

1. Last Instructions of Jesus. (1) What command did Jesus give? (2) 
why was a waiting period necessary ? (3) why wait in Jerusalem ? (4) did 
these Christians live in that city (cf. v. 11a)? (5) for what were they to wait? 
(6) in what sense was this promise " of the Father"? (7) when had Christ 
spoken of it (cf. Jno. 7:39; Lk. 24:49)? (8) what was the significance of the 
promise as regarded the future of Christianity? 

2. The Apostolic Mission. (1) Compare the commission of v. 8 with Matt. 
28 : i8ff and Lk. 24 : 47ff. (2) what was the scope of the mission ? ( 3) why did 
not the apostles understand it so from the first ? (4) what was the essence 
of the mission (cf . v. 8c) ? (5) what was to be the substance of their witness- 
bearing? (6) what the manner of it? (7) study passages in which the ex- 
pression "witnesses" is applied to the apostles: Lk. 24:53; Jno. 15:27; 
Acts 2 132; 10:37-43; 13:23-31. (<?) give instances, from the history, of 
such witness-bearing. (9) what qualifications in this matter were requisite 
for apostles (cf. vv. 2 if)? 

3. Apostolic Conception of the Kingdom. (1) What suggested the apostles' 
question (v. 6) ? (2) what did they mean by the restoration of the kingdom to 
Israel ? (3) was it equivalent in their minds to the second advent of Christ? 
(4) had they given- up yet the idea of a temporal Messiah ? (3) what were 
the elements of that idea as they still held it ? (6) note the steps in their 
life with fesus when they were learning a more spiritual conception of the 
Kingdom. (7) how did Jesus treat this question of the apostles, and what was 
His attitude toward them in view of it ? 

4. The Ascension and Attendant Circumstances. (1) Compare the other 
accounts of same in Mk. 16 : I9f and Lk. 24 : 5of. (2) compare with it also 
the translation of Elijah (2 Kgs. 2 : 9-12). (3) what was the resurrection 
body of Christ at this time? (4) what was the " cloud" that received him 
(cf. Mk. 9:7;! Kgs. 8 : iof ; Isa. 6 : 1-4)? (5) who were the white-robed mes- 
sengers (cf . Lk. 24 : 1-7) ? (6) why did they come ? (7) what was the meaning 
of their question to the disciples? (8) did it contain rebuke? (9) just what 
information did they give? (10) meaning of "in like manner" (cf. Matt. 
24: jo; 23:37; Lk. 13:34; Acts 7:28; 2 Tim. 3:8)? (//) significance of 
the ascension ? 

5. The First Group of Disciples. Notice four elements that compose it : 
(1) the twelve apostles, except Judas ; recall tests of their faithfulness which 
they had sustained. (2) the devout women, including Jesus' mother (cf . Lk. 
8 : iff ; 23 : 49 ; 24 : 42 ; Mk. 15 :40 ; Acts 8:3); tell who they were and some- 
thing about them. (3) Jesus' own brothers, how many (cf. Matt. 13 : 55 ; Jno. 
7:3ff); what change had taken place in them, and why (cf. 1 Cor. 15:7)? 
(4) other unnamed disciples, making in all one hundred and twenty (cf. v. 15). 

6. Peter's Use of O. T. Scripture. (1) Compare carefully the quoted 
passages (v. 20) with their O. T. originals (Psa. 69:23 ; 109:8). (2) note 
likenesses. (3) explain differences. (4) to just what did the Psalm pas- 
sages originally and primarily refer ? (3) did Peter make a proper use of 
them here ? (6) explain how each applies legitimately to the case of fudas. 

7. The Election of Matthias. (1) Why did Peter propose to fill Judas' 
vacated apostolate ? (2) is there reason to think, from Matthias' subsequent 
obscurity, that God did not intend fudas' place to be filled ? (3) how was 
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Matthias fitted for the position? (4) why did not the Christians use their 
own judgment in deciding between the two nominees? (5) would either 
Matthias or Barsabbas have done equally well, as far as we can see ? (6) was 
God's choice limited to one of the two t if so, justify the restriction. (7) 
should the lot be employed at present as a Christian mode of solving problems ? 
(<?) why do we hear nothing further about Matthias f 

8. First Business Meeting of Christians. (1) Officers : is Peter an officer, 
or only an admitted leader ? are any other individuals prominent ? (2) 
Methods : from whom comes the proposition, and who approve it ? who make 
the nominations ? who cast the lots ? Was it an entirely democratic method 
of procedure ? (3) Results : was the election acquiesced in by all ? was it a 
purely popular election ? Make a statement which will convey your idea of 
the polity of the Christian body before Pentecost as seen in this meeting. 

REMARK.— This Step is explanatory, but directs the student to treat the large, main 
themes of the historical material in a comprehensive, free way. (i) Answers to the above 
questions will be sought in the material itself, in commentaries and special treatises (see 
Bibliography), and by individual reflection and judgment. (2) difficulties met with are to 
be referred to the Instructor ; satisfactory answers cannot always be given, but the study 
of deep and perplexing questions is useful. (3) other topics than those printed will suggest 
themselves ; these also should be considered, but with care that the most important ones 
receive the first attention. (4) a careful record should be kept of all work done upon these 
Topics (see Preliminary Suggestions, Topic 4 : Record of Work). 

Fourth Step: Observations. 

1. Christ's resurrection appearances and teaching were all important in the 
preparation of the apostles for their work. 

2. Jesus dealt gently with the Messianic misconception which still remained 
in the apostles' minds. 

3. Witnessing to the life, character, work, and resurrection of Christ was 
the duty of his followers. 

4. The departure of the visible Christ was accompanied by the assurance 
of His return. 

5. The injunctions of Christ were faithfully kept by His disciples. 

6. The early Christians were closely united in their social as well as in 
their religious life. 

7. The disciples awaited the fulfillment of the promise with trust, thanks- 
giving, joy and expectancy. 

8. The Jerusalem group of Christians numbered only 120 (v. 15), but prob- 
ably there were others elsewhere (cf . 1 Cor. 15 : 6). 

9. The brothers of Jesus, who disbelieved in Him during His life, became 
His followers after the resurrection. 

10. The devout women were a testimony to the fact that the Gospel had 
placed woman on a higher plane. 

n. New experiences led to a new understanding and use of the O. T. 
Scriptures. 

12. There was as yet no organization of the Christians, Peter figuring only 
as a spokesman. 

13. The appointment of a successor to Judas was felt to be so important 
that it was left to divine direction. 

(Study IV.) 
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14. The first business meeting of the Christians was called and conducted 
on thoroughly democratic principles. 

Remark.— In this Step the student's attention is directed to the main points of historical 
incident, development and teaching in the Section treated. (1) The place from which each 
Observation is drawn is to be found, marked down after the Observation, and the state- 
ment verified or corrected. (2) the character and importance of each Observation is to be 
duly considered and then learned. (3) other Observations worthy of note are to be discover- 
ed and formulated, and a record of them kept (see Preliminary Suggestions, Topic 4 : Record 
of Work.) 

Fifth Step: Summary. 

1. Make out a list of the important historical incidents recorded in this 
Section. 

2. Gather together, in an orderly, classified form, all information which 
this Section contains concerning : 

(a) the religious life of the Christians. 

(b) the social life of the Christians among themselves. 

(c) the relations of the Christians to outsiders. 

(d) the Christians' conception of the Gospel at this time. 

(e) the number of disciples, and their leaders. 

(f) methods of administration in the disciple body. 

(g) marks of God's providential guidance. 

3. Write out a brief description of the status of the Christians during 
.this little period before full organization. 

REMARK. — This Step calls for the gathering and classifying of all the historical material 
.(facts and teachings) harvested from the work already done upon the Study, and its 
systematic, organic combination with all material which precedes and follows. This can 
only be accomplished by the preservation of each Summary in a carefully arranged and 
sub-divided note-book, where each item can be entered under its appropriate heading, 
with the reference where found and the date to which it belongs (see Preliminary Sugges- 
tions, Topic 4 : Record of Work). The permanent value and the satisfaction of this Course 
will depend upon the completeness and faithfulness with which this Summary work is 
done. It cannot be neglected. 

Sixth Step : Teachings. 

1. Christ's departing injunction and promise show His continued relation, 
beyond the ascension, to His church on earth. 

2. Christ gave no answer concerning the time of His return, which He 
Himself did not know (cf . Mk. 13 : 32), and which he did not regard as of vital 
importance. 

3. Christ plainly pointed out the whole world as the sphere of the Gospel ; 
to His conception it was a universal religion. 

4. Devotion, ability and trustworthiness are more important than numbers 
for spreading and establishing the Gospel. 

5. There is a legitimate use of the O. T. writings as typical of and fore- 
shadowing the Messianic period : what that use is must be ascertained by a 
careful study of the N. T. usage and its conditions. 

Remark. — This Step calls for the application of the historic truth and precepts to our 
own lives and times. Each printed teaching is to be carefully considered as to : (i) its 
source in the material. (2) whether it has been accurately drawn from the history. (3) 
its relation to other teachings of the Scriptures. (4) its practical meaning for each individ- 
ual man. (5) its meaning for the Christian Church as a body to-day. (6) other important 
teachings are to be discovered by the student and added to the above (see Preliminary 
Suggestions, Topic 4 : Record of Work). 
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STUDY V. 

SEC. 4. CHRIST'S SPIRITUAL PRESENCE WITH HIS 
CHURCH, DIRECTING ITS ORGANIZATION. 

Acts 2 : 1-47. 

28 May, 30 A. D. Jerusalem. 

Bibliography.— (1) Cambridge Bible on Acts, pp. 15-30. (2) Gloag's Comty. on Acts, I., 
68-119. (3) Meyer's Comty. on Acts, pp. 40-74. (4) Neander's Planting and Training of the 
Christian Church, I., 3-23 ; II., 58-64. (5) Expositor's Bible on Acts, I. 82-147. (6) Bible 
Dictionary, arts. Dispersion, Pentecost, Peter, Tongues, Lord's Supper. (7) Vaughan's 
Church of the First Days, pp. 21-60. (8) Fisher's Beginnings of Christianity, pp. 558Jf. (a) 
S. S. Times, Dec. 31, 1882 ; Jan. 6, i88j. (10) FeloubeVs Notes, 1802, in toe. 

First Step: Facts. 

Par. 1. v. 1, Christian assemblage, v. 2, the sound, v. 3, distributed 
tongues, v. 4a, the Holy Spirit, v. 4b, inspired utterance. Vv. 1-4, The 
Advent of the Holy Spirit. 

Par. 2. v. 5, Jews of the Dispersion, v. 6a, crowd gathers, v. 6b, tongue 
speaking, vv. yt, people amazed, vv. off, foreign lands represented, v. 12, 
explanation sought, v. 13, conjecture of same. Vv. 5-13, Speaking with 
Tongues. 

Par. 3. vv. i4f, defense of the disciples for tongue-speaking, vv. 16-21, 
the phenomenon explained as a fulfillment of O. T. prophecy, vv. 22-32, 
Jesus' life (22), death (23), and resurrection (24-32) explained in their true light. 
vv. 33-36, exaltation and regnancy of Christ. Vv. 14-36, Peter's Discourse. 

Par. 4. v. 37, effect of the discourse, vv. 38ff, exhortation and promise. 
v. 41a, initiatory baptism, v. 41b, three thousand converts, v. 42, manner 
of life of the Christians. Vv. 37-42, Large Accession to the Body op 
Disciples. 

Par. 5. v. 43, apostolic miracles, vv. 44f, fraternity and charity, v. 46, 
the Christians' daily life. v. 47a, relation to outsiders, v. 47b, steady growth 
of the disciple body. Vv. 43-47, Beneficence and Increase of the Chris- 
tians. 

Second Step: Explanations. 

Par. 1. v. 1 , (a) why assembled ? (b) were they frequently so ? (c) where? 
(d) why not in the Temple ? (e) how long since Jesus' ascension promise ? 
{f ) why this period of waiting ? vv. 2f , (a) were the sound and tongues 
actual wind and fire, or only of such a nature as to suggest these ? (b) God in 
the wind, cf. Psa. 104 : 3f ; Ezek. 1 : 4. (c) God in the fire, cf . Ex. 3 : 22 ; 13 : 
21; 19:16-20; Gen. 15:17. (d) what divine purpose in sending these mani- 
festations ? (e) what did they symbolize t v. 4, (a) how many and who 
spoke in tongues ? (b) what did they say (cf . v. 1 1) ? 

Par. 2. v. 5, (a) meaning of " dwelling" — permanent residence, or sojourn- 
ing at the feast, or both? (b) meaning of "devout"? (c) "from every 
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nation " — to be taken literally or generally ? v. 6, why did the people run to 
the house where the disciples were gathered? v. 7, significance of the 
question? v. 8, meaning of " our own language " — did foreign-born Jews 
adopt foreign languages? vv. off, (a) make a geographical study of the 
places here referred to. (b) what -were " proselytes "? (c) describe the two 
kinds. vv. i2f, (a) why the disposition to ridicule the occurrence? (b) what 
had to be accounted for? (c) what explanation was offered, and was it 
serious ? 

Par. 3. v. 14, (a) why did Peter give the address ? (b) why did the eleven 
stand up with him ? (c) what two classes of people addressed ? (d) who are 
meant by "men of Judea"? (e) who by "ye that dwell at Jerusalem"? 
v. 15, why not drunk at "third hour" (cf. 1 Thess. 5:7f)? v. 16, when and 
under what circumstances was this prophecy originally made (cf. Joel 2 : 
28-32)? vv. \-ji, (a) meaning of O. T. expression "in the last days"? 

(b) its meaning in the N. T. (cf. Heb. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3 : 1 ; 1 Jno. 2 : 18) ? 

(c) what was it to "prophesy" (cf. 1 Sam. 10:3-13; et al.)f (d) what 
difference between "visions" and "dreams' ? 'vv. iof, (a) were men to 
expect a literal fulfillment of these words ? (b) had these signs yet come (cf. 
Lk. 20 : 11 ; Matt. 24 : 29) ? (c) what is tneant by the " Day of the Lord" — 

fall of Jerusalem, second advent, day of judgment, or what? v. 21, 
difference between this and the Gospel invitation ? v. 22, (a) meaning of " a 
man approved of God" (cf. Jno. 3:2)? (b) why. does Peter argue from 
Jesus' humanity to his divinity? (c) distinguish between " mighty works," 
"wonders" and "signs," illustrating each. vv. 25-31, (a) state clearly 
Peter's argument from Psa. 16 : 8-1 1 for Christ's resurrection, (b) was 
this legitimate interpretation ? (c) how valuable was the argument abso- 
lutely ? (d) how valuable relative to his time and audience ? v. 32, ex- 
plain why the Christians were essentially " witnessess," and of what? vv. 
33ff , (a) state Peter's argument for the exaltation of Christ (cf. Matt. 22 : 
4jff). (b) in what sense is it valid ? v. 36, characterize this application of 
the truth. 

Par. 4. v. 37, (a) meaning of " pricked in their heart "? (b) " they" — who? 
v. 38, (a) what two requirements (cf . Lk. 24 : 47 ; Matt. 28 : 19) ? (b) were 
former persecutors among the inquirers (cf. Lk. 23 : 34) ? v. 39, (a) " your 
children" — young of years, or posterity? (b) "all afar off" — Gentiles (cf. 
Zech. 6:15; Eph. 2 : nff). (c) meaning of v. 39b ? v. 40, " crooked gene- 
ration " — in what respects and why (cf. Deut. 32 :j ; Phil. 2 : ij ; Matt. 
3:7 / 17 : 1 f)? v. 41 , (a) why so many converts ? (b) from what classes of 
the people ? (c) why had not Christ had such numerical success ? v. 42, 
(a) state carefully the content of the apostolic teaching at this time. 

Par. 5. v. 43, (a) whence this " fear," and why ? (b) what were some of the 
" wonders and signs done by the apostles "? (c) why were they commissioned 
to perform them ? (d) was their commission transferred to subsequent 
generations ? vv. 44f , (a) characterize the fraternal relations and self- 
sacrifice of the Christians, (b) is anything more meant here than pure 
charity in case of need? v. 46, (a) how could the Christians still be Jews 
also, in religion? (b) explain the "breaking of bread" (cf. v. 42; Lk. 24: 
35 ; Acts 20 : 7 ; 1 Cor. 10 : 16). (c) meaning of " singleness of heart "? v. 47, 
(a) reasons for the growth? (b) exact meaning of the last clause (compare 

AVandRV)? 
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Third Step: Topics. 

1. The Feast of Pentecost, (i) What were the three great feasts of the 
Jewish Year, when did each come, and what was its significance (cf. Ex. 23 : 
14-17 ; Deut. 16:1-17)? (2) what was the manner of celebrating the Pente- 
costal Feast ? (3) had this Feast any relation to the Sinai law-giving (cf. 
Ex. 12: / / 19:/)/ (4) what is our " Whitsunday"? (3) was this Day of 
Pentecost a Sunday (cf. Lev. 23: ijf ; /no. 1^:28; 19:14,31)? (6) what 
difference whether it was Sunday or not ? (7) why was the Day of Pente- 
cost chosen as the time for the fuller advent of the Spirit ? (<?) is it accurate 
to call this the " birthday of the Church" — was not the Church truly exist- 
ent before this in the body of believers ? (9) what was the exact significance 
of the day to the Christian Church ? 

2. Advent of the Holy Spirit. (1) Recall Jesus' promise of it and the con- 
dition (cf. Jno. 15 : 26 ; 16 : 7). (2) had the Holy Spirit been present and active 
before this time (cf. Lk. 1 :4i ; Jno. 20 : 22)? (3) if so, what was the peculiar- 
ity of this Pentecostal coming (cf. Acts 2:33 ; Jno. 7:39; 16:7-11)? (4) was 
the bestowal at this time, fuller, permanent, and universal? (3) was it of 
such a nature as to preclude a further outpouring of the Spirit ? (6) was 
this bestowal in part of a temporary nature, e. g. the gifts of prophecy and of 
miracle-working? (7) what is meant by the "Dispensation of the Spirit"? 
(8) what was Christ's relation to the advent of the Holy Spirit (cf. /no. 15 : 
26 ; 16 : 7), and why was it so ? (9) formulate your conception of the Holy 
Spirit. 

3. Jews of the Dispersion. (1) In what numbers and where might Jews 
be found outside of Palestine ? (2) describe the three great compulsory dis- 
persions in the seven hundred years before Christ (cf. 2 Kgs. 15 : 29 ; 17 : 6 ; 
25 : 8-1 1. (3) were there also voluntary dispersions for purposes of commerce ? 

(4) did the dispersed Jews maintain their Jewish religion in foreign lands ? 

(5) why? (6) in what ways? (7) how was this dispersion of the Jews 
providentially turned to the highest service of the Gospel when Christianity 
was carried into the pagan world ? (8) compare with this fewish service to 
the Gospel that rendered by the extensive conquests of the Greeks, and the 
world empire of the Romans. (9) how did representatives of the dispersed 
Jews happen to be in Jerusalem at this time ? (10) would they be likely to 
carry Christianity back with them to their foreign homes ? 

4. Inspired Tongue-speaking. Consider two views: (/) an actual 
speaking of the Christians in different languages — Greek, Arabian, 
Persian, and especially in the various dialects of these : a temporary, 
miraculous, and wholly peculiar phenomenon (so Gloag, Hackett, Schaff, 
et al., q. v.). But explain (a) why this was necessary, since Greek and 
Latin were universally known and used; (b) why they should be thought 
drunk if they were talking intelligibly ; (c) why this instance of tongue- 
speaking should be pronounced wholly different from the tongue-speaking 
common in the early church (cf. Acts 10:46; 19:6; 1 Cor. 12-14. (■*) an 
ecstatic, incoherent utterance of the believing Christian manifesting his joy 
in the possession of the Spirit (see full description in 1 Cor. 12-14, especially 
14:14, 19, 22f), (so Meyer, Neander, Fisher, Lindsay, et al., q. v.). Is it 
possible that the tradition which Luke incorporates here siightly misunder- 
stood the Pentecostal occurrence ? 
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5. Peter's Discourse. Consider the characteristics of this discourse, as 
regards : (1) the material introduced. (2) the line of argument developed. (3) 
the points of the teaching about Christ. (4) the fitness of the discourse to the 
situation (the hour of witness-bearing had come). (5) its directness, simplicity, 
and courage. (6) Peter's own conviction of the truth he proclaimed. (7) what 
is the value to us of such A discourse, together with its historical setting? 
(8) how did Luke probably obtain the account of it for his history ? 

6. Church Membership. (1) What had made baptism an initiatory rite of 
admission to the Church (cf. Lk. 24 147 ; Matt. 28 : 19)? (2) What did baptism 
signify? (J) how was it administered f (4) was it both a water and a 
spirit baptism (cf. Acts 10 : 1-6) ? (j) describe the early custom of celebrating 
the Lord's Supper (Eucharist) at the close of the union meal (Agape). (6) 
what requirements, as regarded past life, were exacted of a candidate for 
membership? (7) what, as to present conduct? (8) what was it necessary for 
him to believe? (9) what were the contents of the primitive church creed? 
(10) has this any bearing upon church creeds of to-day — if so, what ? 

7. Characteristics of the Primitive Christian Life. (1) Eight particulars of 
the daily conduct and experience of the first Christians are specified (vv. 42, 
46) : (a) receiving instruction from the apostles ; (b) religious fellowship (cf. 
Phil. 1:5); (c) celebration together of the Eucharist ; (d) public worship and 
prayer ; (e) faithfulness to the Temple service ; (f) continued joy and unity ; 
(g) praise and thanksgiving to God ; (h) powerful influence for good on the 
unconverted. (2) describe and illustrate these characteristics. (3) what was 
their source ? (4) how generally did they obtain among the Christians ? (f) 
compare their type of Christian living with our own, showing points of 
excellence and of deficiency in each. 

Fourth Step: Observations. 

1. The Christians were gathered together for united worship when the 
great outpouring of the Spirit came. 

2. The inner spiritual experience was signified and emphasized by the outer 
physical manifestation. 

3. This was the formal organization of the Christian Church. 

4. The opportunity given the Christians to reach the multitude with the 
-Gospel was fully used. 

5. The apostles stood up to represent the Church, while Peter spoke as a 
representative of the apostles. 

6. Peter here sustains the same relation toward the Twelve as during 
•Christ's ministry — he is leader and spokesman. 

7. His address is full of truth newly-conceived, and is manifestly inspired 
utterance. 

8. A new view and use of O. T. Scripture is now apparent in Christian 
thought and teaching. 

9. The time had come when Christianity could achieve numerical success. 

10. The daily life of the Christians was characterized by apostolic instruc- 
tion, fellowship, commemoration of Jesus, joy and prayer. 

11. The Christian life, work and teaching, impressed and won outsiders. 

12. The Christians, while essentially such, still remained faithful also to 
.their Jewish belief and worship. 
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Fifth Step: Summary. 

1. Prepare an orderly list of the important historical incidents recorded in 
this Section. 

2. Gather and classify all information afforded by this Section concerning : 

(a) attitude of the common people toward the Christians. 

(b) power of the Gospel in the world. 

(c) form of organization of the Church. 

(d) rites and services of the Church. 

(e) conditions of membership, and number of members. 

(f) relation of the Christians to the Jewish religion. 

(g) teaching and preaching of the early Church. 

(h) apostolic miracle-working — quantity and significance. 

(i) daily life and practice of the Christians. 

(j) apostolic use of the O. T. Scriptures. 

(k) indications of God's guidance and blessing. 

(1) elements of strength in the Church and and its leaders. 

(m) presence and work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 

3. Write out a brief description of the eventful Day of Pentecost, indicating 
its significance for the Christian Church. 

4. Review carefully the Summary of Sec. 3, bringing all its material into 
organic unity with the Summary of this Section, weaving together the entire 
history up to this point. 

Sixth Step: Teachings. 

1. Christ's relation to His Church is vital and permanent. 

2. The Holy Spirit is present in and with the Church as the renewing and 
informing power to bring about its perfection. 

3. The importance and the blessedness of the associated life of Christians 
are manifest. 

4. Elements of character which Christianity produces are : sincerity, devo- 
tion, studiousness, unity, fraternity, self-sacrifice, joy, exemplary living. 

5. Courageous witness-bearing for Christ is of supreme value and efficiency. 
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